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Thb season of 1835 will be long remembered as one of 
the most erentfiil and disastrous in the histoiy of the 
Whale Fishery. Perilous as the occupation is at all 
times^ we believe no one season can produce so maiij 
shipwrecks and detentions, accompanied with such loss 
of life and property, and extreme priyations and suf- 
ferings. The sudden and extensive changes thalf take* 
place in the Polar Seas, appear to depend on causes 
which we are as unable to foresee as to controul, and' 
have often baffled the calculations of the most skilfuL 
and experienced navigators. Those acquainted with 
the many unsuccessful voyages which have been under- 
taken with a view to the discovery of north-east and 
west passages to India, will be at no loss to call up in- 
stances in confirmation of our statement, and the events 
of last season furnish a remarkable addition. It was 
the opinibn of persons, the best acquainted with the 
navigation of those seas, that the vessels beset in the 
western parts of the Straits were moored in compara- 
tive safety, and that on account of their proximity to 
the shore the ensuing summer would be far advanced 
before the ice should so break up and divide, as to al- 
low them to escape, — if the crews should succeed in pre- 
serving a precarious and miserable existence so long. 



This might hare been the case in the ordinary course 
of things^ but the following pages will show it to hare 
been in this instance quite the reverse. Instead of be- 
ing moored in safety, thej were driyen in all directions 
by floating fields and bergs^ obejring the winds and 
tides^— ^Enistained fearful concussions that oflen obliged 
them to leave the yessels and betake themselves to the 
ice, — ^faced the most awful dangers, — and made many 
narrow and heart-stirriiig escapes. In perfect keeping 
with these apparent irregularities, they were liberated 
almost in the middle of winter,'alid returned unexpect- 
edly to the joy of anxious friends, but, alas! in too 
many instances to the ibchtow of the widow and father- 



There are now (2d March) only two vessels remain- 
ing in those seas, concerning whose fate an anxious 
uncertainty continues -to be felt, — ^the Lady Jane of 
Newcastle and William Torr of HulL The latest oc 
counts received of the former were by the Cbenville 
Bay, Captain Taylor, who saw her towards the centni 
parts of the Straits* on the 17th Decemberj The latter 
is understood to be liear the western shore, and was 
supposed to have been in company with those em- 
braced in our narrative; but it turns out that they 
neither saw nor heard of her, unless (and it is highly 
probable) she were the vessel descried from the mast- 
head the 15th October. The following journal is con- 
fined to the Yiewforth of IQrkaldy, Jane of Hull, and 
Middleton of Aberdeen ; and though taken by an of- 
ficer in the first-named ship, they were so much in 
company 'during the whole period of their detention, 
and participated so often in the same privations and 
dangers, that it wiU be found to include every thing 
materialin the histoiy of the other two* Anenorhas 



found its way into nearly all the public prints regard- 
ing the place in which these ships were beset. Home 
Bay, where they are represented to have been inclosed^ 
lies in lat. 68° 37', but they never were beyond lat. 68®. 
To speak with as much accuracy as such a point ordi- 
narily admits of^ with yessels in those seas, they were 
first inclosed in the beginning of August, in Merchant 
Bay, in lat 67° 40', and notwithstanding unremitting 
and hazardous exerdons, were seldom able to make 
their way to any great distance^ but were continually 
drifted about, mainly to southward, till the period of 
their liberation. 

The situation of these unfortunate vessels, during the 
past winter, excited an interest truly national, and we 
believe there is a general curiosity to know how the 
time was spent, and what befel them in a region sel- 
dom visited by man at such a season. That curiosity, 
we happen to be able to gratify to a very considerable 
extent. The following journal possesses all the advan- 
tages of being written on the spot as events occurred, 
and is highly creditable to the head and heart of its 
author, whose name is withheld merely in deference 
to his own excessive modesty. In giving the selec- 
tions, we have been influenced chiefly by a regard to 
variety. The extracts from the journal will be easily 
distinguished from our occasional remarks by the 
monthly dates, and being marked as quotations. 

The following brief notices of the passage outward, 
before they arrived at the scene of their perils, or even 
of their professional operations, may not be unaccept- 
able to the reader. 

April 30. " Exactly^at noon, Neptune went through 
his exercise of shaving, and not fewer than a dozen 
went through his hands. It is almost the.only amuse* 



ment sailors have got, and then thej join in it with 
such glee. And when at lengthy up goes the garland, 
how proud are we to see that our ship looks as well as 
any of her consorts. 

Mai^ 20. " We are now among the Whale Fish 
Islands, and have six Esquimaux ahoard of us. Thej 
hrought a fiddle along with them, and in a shot all 
hands were out to get the 'tween decks cleared away, 
and there thej lilted it in merry style for two whole 
hours. How happy the poor creatures were. I got a 
dart from them for some half dozen hiscuits, and they 
went away as happy as if they had found a treasure. 

June 11. " This day forty sail of us were lying at 
different bergs on the north side of Hare Island, when 
the ice suddenly opened, and we were immediately 
under weigh. We were among the first, the whole 
fleet following in beautiful style, but we were soon 
stopt again by the ice. Along with some others, we 
made fiist to a berg at Four Island Point, when the 
Esquimaux immediately came off, and began to traffic 
with us in yarious small articles. 

August 31. " These three weeks past we have been 
still using our endeavour to get to the north. We artf 
now in Brodie's Bay, lying at the land ice, in company 
with the Jane and Middleton. I have been ashore on 
the top of a high hill, and saw nothing but ice. The 
sky, however, reflected the appearance of water in the 
distant north. Have seen many fish, but owing to the 
young ice setting in, could not get at them. We are 
now completely hemmed in, and cannot move to any 
great distance." 

The above month exhibited the interesting pheno- 
inena, produced by rei&action on a scale of giotesque 
magnificence, nowhere to be seen but in these high 



latitudes^ where an erer-changiDg atmosphere presents 
all sorts of media. The ^vild and fantastic forms which 
they beheld cannot be described, and exceeded in va- 
riety the powers of the kaleidoscope itself. Midway 
in air were mountains and icebergs of all sizes and 
shapes^ — ^vessels suspended with their keels uppermost^ 
and sometimes others beneath them, their topmasts 
meeting each other, and ten thousand other forms 
which the imagination readily identified with animate 
and inanimate objects, while others were such as the 
wildest fancy could never have devised. Another phe- 
nomenon which often presented itself during the period 
of their captivity, was the corona or halo, both of the 
sun and moon, and which consists of luminous circles 
usually two or three in number. The form most fre- 
quently observed presented the interior ring a bright 
red, the second a pale yellow, and the third reflecting 
all the prismatic colours in their utmost delicacy and 
beauty. These were frequently accompanied by a num- 
ber of false suns or moons encircled with similar glories, 
the whole presenting some of the optical laws in their 
most exquisite combinations. But, perhaps, the most 
brilliant and cheerful (though sometimes terrifically 
grand) spectacle they beheld was the aurora borealis, 
or northern lights^ which more than any other natural 
appearance tended to enliven the long and gloomy 
nights they had to spend in these desolate regions. 
These fire-works of nature, as we may call them, are 
nowhere to be seen in perfection but in the distanf 
north. It was the misfortune of our brave seamen to 
witness the whole apparatus in full play in the dead of 
winter. Sometimes it was tranquil, but more frequent- 
ly shifting and varying, presenting a luminous tract 
along the northern horizon— -torches set up in different 
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parts of the skj^-arrows bnimng, and flying with the 
rapidity of thought up to their zenith^ and myriads of 
other bright meteors dancing throughout the whole Tisi- 
ble heavens^ and filling the beholder with wonder and 
admiration. These lights were occasionally seen to giv^ 
out a bow which spanned the yault of heaven like an 
arcade of diamonds, but was sometimes placid and mild 
like ' heaven's own bow/^-emblem of the mercy and 
loTc of God.* 

October ] . ^* These two weeks we have been in chase 
every day. The mate harpooned another fish, but lost 
her, which now makes four, all averaging from fifteen 
to twenty tons each ; had we only got these, we would 
have had a very safe voyage. Have heard no news firom 
the rest of the ships, which was never known to have 
happened before. It is now October, and what can we 
do ? Water is nowhere to be seen from the masthead — 
nothing but a vast body of ice. The three ships left 
Cape Broughton to seek our road out to the east^ and 
made a good way the first day by miU-doUing.f Game 

* The scientific reader will find the different theories, by which 
it is attempted to explain all these phenomena in several treatises 
on optics, and will often have occasion to admire the simplicity 
of nature's principles — when clearly ascertained — and the mag- 
nificence of the experiments performed in her laboratory. One 
of the most satisfactory theories of the Aurora, (that of a French 
philosopher, M. Libos,) attributes it to the decomposition of the 
constituent parts of atmospheric air, nitrogen and oxygen by the 
electric fluid— the same invisible agent that produces the light- 
ning's flash, and hurls the thunderbolt. The beautiful and bril- 
liant results of numerous experiments afford much countenanoe 
to the theory. Electricity applied to atmospheric air gives ni- 
trous gas. 

«|* Breaking the ice by means of some heavy thing rigged at 
the ship's bow, which is hauled up and down. 



upon a terrible mass of ice higher than our ship's masts^ 
and a-ground in forty-five fathoms water. Here we lay 
six days and saw a ship to the offing, running down the 
cant of the ice. We could even see the water, and ex- 
pected to get clear with very little trouble, but how vain 
are the hopes of man ! Cast off from the berg we had 
the ship beset in bay ice, and driving down along with 
it, we were assailed by a tremendous gale from the north 
east, accompanied with drift and snow. Coming right 
upon a ridge of bergs which we had hardly conceived it 
possible to clear, the Jane was lifted full- two feet out 
of the water by a pressure of ice ; the Middleton had 
the ice squeezed up as high as her channels, and our 
own got some severe contusions ; but a gracious Pro- 
vidence watched over us. We drove through between 
two bergs which a line could have reached, and soon 
found the ice more open, but the gale continued. On 
reaching the entrance of Merchant Bay, the frost set in, 
and we are now in a situation that affords little pros- 
pect of getting out. Indeed, my mind is made up for 
a winter in the arctic regions. The worst of it is, all 
the ships are very short of provisions — ^we are now on 
one and a- half biscuit a-day, one-half pound of beef, 
and about half a teacupfuil of meal. The cold, too, is 
intense — the ice on the top of my bed being one-fourth 
of an inch thick. Indeed, we cannot walk the deck 
above half am hour at a time. 

l5tJk '^ We have this day seen a ship from tiie mast- 
head 1>eset among the loose ice, she bore about e. by 
8. Thr^e of our men, and five of the Middleton's left, 
to walk over the ice to her, but the distance proved too 
great, and night coming on, they were obliged to return, 
most of them severely frost-bitten. One of ours was 
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so weak tha he had not pow^ |o moTie his legsi^ 8&j 
had to be carried on board. The condition of another 
poor fellow belonging to the Middleton was most miser- 
able,-**on his boots being taken off^ the flesh came along 
with them. Haye seen a beautiful comet-star these 
three nights, it bears n.n.w. of ns, and has a rezy. 
bright tail.* 

IQth. '^ Frost not so severe these some days past 
We haye no thermometer in the ship, which is a great 
want in onr situation. This is the Lord's daj, and I 
belieye it has been kept as such by a good many. There 
was sermon on board the Jane of HuU, whose mate is 
a very religious good man. He has a Bethel flag with 
himj and a sublime sight it was to see that flag flying 
in the artic regions, the scenery around us such as no 
person at home can conceiye. There was a complete 
tujm-out from all the ^ps, probably not fewer than one 
hundred and forty. His prayer was beautiful, express- 
ing ouf belief that it is not by the hands of men that 
th£ ships are to be relieyed, and that we look up to a 
higher power whom the winds and the seas obey. He 
said, too, thai perhaps a brother, a sister, a father, or an 
indulgent mother sought then be prajdng for our safety, 
and he prayed earnestly that their prayers might be 
heaid. His text was, Iiam. i, 12. ' Is it nothing to 
you, all ye that pass by ? behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my jsorrow, which is done unto 
me, wherewith die liord hath afflicted me in the day of 
his fierce anger/ We stood in need of the consolations 

* Halley'8 comet — wliich all agree in representing as exceed- 
ingly splendid and beautiful. Though brighter than as seen by 
MS, Its tail had still the soft appearance of reflected light, or of 
an irradiated cloud» 
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trhich he administered. We needed to think of the 
8ii£ferings of Jesus, to keep us firom being * faint and 
weaiy in our mind.' " 

We hope the excellent person of whom menti6n 
is made in the foregoing extract, and in others which 
follow, wiU not take offence, should this small pub- 
lication chance to meet his eye. Indeed, we are 
satisfied he entertuns too high an opinion of his du- 
ty eTer to be ashamed of it ; and he must know, that 
instead of hiding this candle under a bushel, there is 
-great need to place it on the most eleyated point, that 
it may giye light io all seafaring men. The yoimg 
gentleman with whose journal we are favoured, was also 
in the practice (weather permitting,) of assembling the 
Viewforth's men for social worship twice a- day, and of 
Teading some appropriate discourse ; nor did he neglect 
the [^iritual concerns of the sick and dying. We trust 
these exercises were blessed to those who perished. 
May we hope that they will have an abiding influence 
on the surviyors ? Their effects at the time, both phy- 
sical and moral, were such as might be expected* A 
proper degree of mental actiyity is known to have the 
most salutary influence in such mtuations, where ihe 
mind is so apt to become a prey to dejection ; and we 
haye been informed that the exercises in question 
wrought a happy and much needed change on the tem^ 
pecs and manners of the crews, and, in particular, great- 
ly suppressed one of the most shocking yices of sea- 
men. How comes it to pass that the social religious 
duties are so little attended to on board ? We have it 
on good authority, that this is owing less to want of 
opportunity, than to want of inclination. Ashamed] 
Of a truth, the gentlemen who took the lead in these 
seryices in the Polar seas, have any thing but cause for 
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such feelings. Theirs was a self-possession^ jBmmesB and 
correct and conciliatory deportment^ which^ had they 
been more general, would hare been of increased bene- 
fit to aU. The praises of Jehovah sung by our braya 
seamen in the wild solitudes of the artic regions, ap- 
pears to us the very height of the sublime^ and fitted to 
gratify at once a poet's fancy, and a Christian's heart. 
If an angel happened to pass these borders of creation 
at the time, he must have carried news to heayen. 

October 23d, '* Ships covered with snow^ and just like 
an iceberg ; indeed, the cold is getting rather alarming 
— my pillow last night was frozen to the bed. Our 
breath, I suppose, melts the ice, and whenever we rise 
the frost immediately takes hold of the damp. The sun 
is getting low, rising about a quarter before nine^ and 
setting before four, so that we have only about seven 
hours day light now — a great change from what we ex- 
perienced three months ago, when we had that blessed 
luminary both day and night, 

26M, Sunday, ^' The Lord has been pleased to add 
to our existence. How thankful should we be for his 
manifold goodness ! Was over at the Jane to-day hear- 
ing sermon ; and a very impressive one. His text was 
in Jonah. * O sleeper ! Aiise^ call upon thy Gt)d, if 
so be that Gt>d will think upon us that we perish not*' 
It was very suitable to our situation. 

2^th, '^ Not an air of wind nor a cloud to be seen 
in the sky. We have drifted south about four miles 
last nighty and if we had a breeze, we might have some 
alteration. Indeed it is more than time, for if we lie 

here much longer there will be nothing things will 

get serious. But all things are in the hand of a higher 
power> to whom alone we must look up for help. 

30/A. " Can hardly write, my fingers are quite be- 
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numbed. Half of our time is employed in WEiUdng 
below^ and sometimes reading. I find it a good thing 
to take much exercise^ as it braces the nerves. I make 
it a practice^ every nighty to go forward to the half- 
deck and read to the men some two or three hours. 
My school is always well attended^ and the greatest 
pleasure a young man can have is to benefit others. 

31*/. " This is Hallowe en. O how many happj 
nights I have spent in my beloved home. How many 
delightful associations it calls up to my mind^ when I 
remember of us all meeting at evening to partake of 

the harmless amusement^ and when little B > had 

the fork to try if she could get any share of the apples. 
What a change is this. How horrible it is to be sitting 
here listening to the howling of the northern blast as 
it moans through the confused tackling^ and hi re^ 
mote from the friends of our infancy ; not expecting 
ever to see them more. At 10, p. m. there were awfiii 
gusts of wind, and the moon seemed to be at open war 
with the elements, as she appeared and disappeared 
through confused masses of disturbed clouds ; but the 
elements obtained the mastery, eclipsing her in com* 
plete darkness. 

Novetnber 1st, Sunday, ^^ The storm that raged so 
fearfully yesterday is changed into a calm. The sun 
in all its splendom*, broke through the dark sky, and 
the black clouds that himg over us disappeared in the 
distance. The storm that raged so furiously how em- 
blematic of the sinner's mind, never at rest, and the 
calm that followed, how like the peace that rests on 
the Christian's soul. Heard another sermon on boaid 
the Jane. Our minister, as I may call him, appettiB 
to be in every respect a real Christian, His text was 
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m Daniel xii. 13. ' Biit go thou thy way till the end 
be ; for thou shalt rest and stand in thy lot at the end 
of the days*' " 

Norember 2d^ appears, from all accounts, to hare 
been a most dreadful night. The sky at first was dark 
and lowering — clouds were seen to fly in quick succes- 
sion through the heavens, as if hastening away from 
the impending conflict, and at length it burst into a 
perfect hurricane, such as they had never before wit- 
nessed or conceived possible. The three ships lay 
round an immense iceberg, and were furiously driven 
to the south along with it, and every moment in dan- 
ger of going to pieces. The men were repeatedly on 
the ice, and had abandoned them in despair. All 
aroimd heaved as if borne up by an earthquake — ^fields 
of ice squeezed and crumbled into atoms, and the 
noise was louder and more terrific than the loudest 
thunder — surrounding nature seemed going to destruc- 
tion. In these wild regions, the elements are on terms 
alternately of peace and war, being subject to the most 
sudden and violent changes. Next morning revealed 
a scene of imparalleled loveliness and grandeur. The 
storm was hushed into a perfect calm — not a breath of 
wind stirred the air, and all around lay in delightful 
repose. A mantle of virgin snow covered the icy plains, 
hills, and valleys — ^icicles in every possible form of 
dirystallization reflected the hues of light in' infinite 
variety and beauty, giving the whole the appearance 
of being set ^vith the choicest gems — mountains of 
purest alabaster hid their heads in the clouds, as if 
ashamed of the disorder that so lately reigned — and in- 
numerable ravines stretching as far as eye could reach, 
carried the thoughts to the very outskirts of creation. 
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A scene more imposinglj grand could not haye pre^ 
sented itself to mortal eye, but the poor men were 
scarcely in a situation to relish it. 

November 5th. '' Two men came over from the Jane 
to-dajy to see how we were standing it. We hare near 
one-fourth lb. of pork, and one-half lb. of beef a^daj, 
and three lbs. of bre^d in the week. Our meal is all 
done. Fire casks of bread remain yet, which will be 
a great help, if the Lord spare us. The work we are at 
just now will Tcrj soon wear us out. I have not had 
my clothes off these four days. I just haul off mj 
boots^ and wrap the blankets round me. 

7th, '^ Fire men left the Jane to-day for Cape 
Searle^ to see if there is any water to the N. k. It was 
my last dog-watch, from six to eight a. m., ^hen I 
heard somebody hail the ship. The moon was shining 
dearly^ and not a speck to be seen in the blue sky. 
Went immediately oyer the ice and saw three men* 
standing on a detached piece. We .carried some oan 
from the ship, and got them safe on board ; the other 
two got to their own ship in safety. One poor fellow^ 
an old man too, had his feet severely frost-bitten^ so 
much so^ that I am afraid they will have to be cut o£ 

^th, '^ The Jane has been in a dangerous predi- 
cament to-night. We have only seen her from, the 
mast-head, and do not know the. extent of her injury. 

Wth.- '^ Many unicorns and white whales playmg^ 
around us. The moon in sight day and night, it never 
sets, 9 circumstance I never saw before. The prospeet- 
here is awfully romantic^ full of mountains, precipices^ 
and rpcks.. The land appears to our view between tiiese 
hills, covered with ice, and on the sides of the toweriag) 
elevations, the eye of fancy may see a thousand fanteui- 
tical shapes, representing trees, ruins, and the different 
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objects of animated nature. The rocks are the most 
striking objects. Their summits are cloud-capt, and 
man J of them appear gminish, like marble^ black and 
white. 

12/ A. '' There was a very beautiful halo round the 
moon to-night; consisting of two circular wings shaded 
off with the same colours as the rainbow. Shot a fox 
alongside the ship on a piece of ice. It was a beauti- 
ful animal, of a light blue colour^ and in form resem- 
bling our own. We have skinned him and mean to 
have a feast upon him. 

November \3th, " We made a narrow escape this 
morning about four a. m. It rained sleet, and was veijr 
hazj; when a blink of a few minutes shewed land right 
a-head of us; it was Cape Dunbar. The land was 
N. N. E.; and had the wind continued in the same di- 
rection^ another hour would have driven us on the face 
of the rocks; and instant destruction would have been 
our inevitable fate. But a gracious Providence ruled 
it otherwise ; a land breeze sprung up slackening the 
run of the ice, and we got worked out with some diffi- 
culty. There are a great many icebergs to the south- 
ward, stretching to the east in straight lines. They 
cause us much uneasiness^ not knowing how we can 
get past them ; but the same God who has sustained 
amid so many dangers, is still able to preserve us. We 
have got a warp to-day under the ship's bottom, and 
swept it. Shot a dove-cat this forenoon, it has red 
feet, is black on the breast, speckled on the wings, and 
is a beautiful bird." * 

Hitherto, whatever dangers had befallen them, the 
three ships were always saved, and kept pretty well 

* Probably one of the guillimots, ^uria trodt,) 
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togeiher^ but one of them was now to be orertakeii 
bj a different &te. The morning of the 15th, present- 
ed the Middkton a total wreck, a sight which filled all 
hearts with unutterable things. The circumstances of 
this disaster it is not our intention to detail The work 
of. destmation was sudden and soon oter, and a small 
portion comparativelj of her proyinons was savcMl* 
Only one man was drowned, but the sequel will shew 
how tiie list was made up. No blame was attachable 
to the Captain, but the difficulties he had to contend 
with, were more formidable than the elements and 
ioe* Her crew was divided in nearly equal propor- 
tions between the Jane and Viewforth, whose fiunilies 
were thus greatly increased with veij little increase of 
the means of supporting them. 

November 15, Sunday, " Another awful and event- 
ful day. The wind did not take off till nine a. m ., and 
when daylight came, what a scene presented itself to 
our view — the wreck of the Middleton. I cannot ex- 
press the feelings that went to our hearts when we first 
saw our companion in such a state. Every one regard- 
ed another in mute despair, not knowing but it might 
be our turn next. Six of our men went over to assist 
them, as they saw a boat coming towards us ; and what 
a melancholy tale they brought back ! Some of them 
were * * * and one was drowned almost within 
reach of them. He fell into a hole, the brush ice 
met over him, and he disappeared for ever, to give 
an account at the judgment-seat of Christ. What aa 
awful warning to us, when we think of a man ushered 
into the presence of his Maker, in such a * * * and 
on the Lord's most holy day. How thankful ou^itwe 
to be to thee, O omnipotent God, for having sustained 
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vft tiiTOUgfa this dreadful nighty and spared us as liTing" 
moouments of thj mercj. About thirteen men haine 
already come over to us from the wreck. 

I6th and IJth, " The report from the Jane to*daj is^ 
that another man has been drowned. Indeed we- svp- 
pose the one half will be dead from cold. The wseci: 
ia about three miles from us. The Middleton'« people 
have got all on board the Jane^ They have sai^ 
hardly any thing. We suppose we idiall get the half 
of them> which will amount to twenty-fiye. 

ISth. " We haye been driving along this iitm^^bound 
coast at the rate of nearly four miles an hour. The iee 
drove us in with the land^ and what a terrible sight to 
See the great towering mountains frowning above us^ 
and expecting every moment that the ship would be 
dashed to pieces. At one time we were afiraid she was 
gone^ and got our provisions and clothes upon the ice^ 
But thanks be to God^ our gallant ship is still spared. 

20M. " Some fifly or sixty men went over from the 
Jane to the wrecks and I suppose they would get a 
good deal of provisions, as the weather was fine. We 
saw a whole tribe of Esquimaux travelling to the south 
on the land ice in their sledges. They were a long way 
from us^ so that we could only see them from the mast- 
head. 

22di " Prayers aboard of our ship to-day. It was 
unanimously agreed. to by the men that we should as* 
aemble in the; half-deck to give thanks to that God who 
has so mercifully preserved us through the past week. 
Read also a sermon from the Retrospect on these words 
of David, ' Bless the Iiord> O my soul, and forget not 
all his benefits.' Sung the 29th Paraphrase and part 
of the 107th Psalm. It was truly sublime to hear our 
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vokseai ascendu^g.to die ihroiiB of die Most Hi^ in such 
tm akwfvl mtaaAon, and I am sore manj of diem nuig 
from die heart 

2U. " Twettljr of die Middleton's peofde (a har^ 
h]ow&Kiu»)kaTe c«Ni» oTer to o>iir ship^ making in aQ 
tw«Bfy-twQk Tkej hanwe not one bite of proyitionB wid^ 
diMBf but say tkej htve some bread aboard the Jane* 
whidi we iatttid going £>r to-morrow," 

The folWwivg i» <»ie ef the most tragic and hearts 
rending passages in their whole history. 

N^ifembtr i24. '^Thirt7 <^ our men set out for the 
Jane about mne o'clock this morning to assist in get- 
ting some of the Middleton's stores^ and though the 
distance could not exceed four miles^ we did not reach 
her tQl one o'clock* Our journey was the most, rugged 
and dangerous that can well be imagined, sinking knee«- 
de^ at e¥ery st^, elambering over huge masses of iee^ 
and sailing oyer the lanes or openings on broken .pieces. 
Many &U in and narrowly escaped, and dreadful were 
die sufferi^s of those who were so unfortunate as to 
get wet. The proyisicms^ amounting to. three cwt& 
soTenty-tl^ree pounds, were divided into , fifteen bags, 
£U%4 % t^ assigned to erery two. If our journey out^- 
ward was difl^ult, our return was still worse. We 
reached a Isme, and all got safely oyer, only four had to 
cross^ when a rapid ctvrent carried the ice to such a 
distance, that we were obliged to leaye them hehind^ 
and abandon them to their fate. On reaching the sh^ 
mindful of our companions, we h\\ng out lights, and 
hailed: long and loud^ but we listened in yain for -a 
response, no response came. They spent that dreadful 
night upon the ice, and we neyer e^^pected to see diem 
more. 'Next morning,' says the surgeon, 'between 
eight and nine o'clock, I heard a man hailing us \stem. 
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I went kamedhitefy to Um samstance, and found him 
quite benumbed tma cM, and perfectly delirioiu. He 
bad to be carried on boards and once tbere^ all bands 
being emplojed in cutting a dock in tbe ice^ I bad to 
do tbe best I conld witb bim. His feet and all that 
coT^red tbem^ w^ frozen into one himp. Haying 
cttt away tbe legs and uppers of bis beots^ I found it 
necessary to go tlcrougb tbe same operation witb tbe 
loles and stockings. Tbe latter tore away tbe flesb 
from the insensate mass. So completely frosen were 
the poor man's feet, that when he attemptied walking 
on tbe deck^ tbe soimd (I can compare it to noting 
else) was like the knocking of a pair of clamps on a 
wooden floor. When carried to the Are be was not sa- 
tisfied with being near it^ but he actually thrust bis feet 
into the midst of it, and it was witb the utmost difficulty 
I could preyail on bim to withdraw them. I had recourse 
to the usual methods of thawing Aem, and endeavoured 
if possible to restore the circulation. Tbe result was, 
that aflker the dead parts were removed, inflammation 
began, and was succeeded by mortification, till tbe poor 
fellow sunk under the weight of his sufferings. Tbe 
remaining three arrived successively the same day, fin a 
similar condition, and two of them shared bis fate, fol^ 
lowing him to a watery grave. The other having a 
better constitution, survived ; but it must also be add- 
ed, that he was fortunate in being able to keep himself 
dry, whereas they had fldlen repeatedly into the water.' 
24/A. " Tbe aurora borealis was really grand to- 
night. The whole sky was iUuminated wil^ all the 
colours of the rainbow. Bums' verse came into my 
memory, which is very striking, 

' Or like the borealis race, 

That flits ere you can point its place.* 
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''The two men are in a terrible state with their feet, 
the most shocking sight I erer saw. The skin has 
come off^ and there is nothing but raw flesh. I am 
much a&aid they will lose them altogether* Many 
otheis are yerj ill of scurry. 

«27iA. ^' It is just a night for one to contemplate and 
admire the wonderful works of Gh>d« Sometimes^ too, 
my thoughts will steal towards home, and the friends 
that are there^ and the tears wiU sometimes roll down 
my cheeks when I think it highly probable that I shall 
see them no more. If I should, what changes must 
hare taken place since I left, and how inconsolable 
must you be on my account. These are thoughts which 
my pen cannot describe. There are now seventy-two 
men aboard our ship. 

Dec 2. " 1 haye just come off the deck after enjoy- 
ing a walk> contemplating the moon*lit scenery* The 
eyening is most beautiful^ not a cloud nor speck to be 
seen in the serene sky. It is bey<md the power of 
mortal man to conceive the fine scene that now sur* 
rounds us — the very land seems sunk in repose, and 
a^>ears to rest more heavily on its foundations. Let 
a person &mcy himself standing in the centre of an im- 
mense plain-^et him look around him as &r as the eye 
can penetrate^ and he sees it filled with innumerable 
hills and hillocks of ice> whiter than marble, and of the 
most grotesque shapes imaginable. Such is our situa* 
tion. Ravens flying around us in great numbers-^ 
have never seen any other winged animal. 

4ih. '' Another awful day, such as I wish I may never 
i<»get, nor again behold. What a helpless creature is 
man, when the king of terrors lays hold on him^I Ano- 
ther of our shipmates is gone — ^the poor fellow that 
was so bad last night — ^he slept away so quietly that 
nobody knew the angel of death had passed, over him 
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till seven o'clock this morning. We sewed him in a 
piece of canrass, and after making a hole in the ice, 
launched the body into the deep. All assembled rotmd 
the body in the 'Twixt-decks. and I read an exhorta> 
tion which was very solemn and impressive, instruct- 
ing us to be also ready^ and what an awftd thing it is 
to die without being reconciled to God. After com- 
mitting him to the deep^ we again met in the half- 
deck for prayer and praise. Sung the fiftieth psalm, 
and read the fifteenth chapter of first Corinthians, 
which I earnestly hope will leave a lasting impression 
on us all. 

^k, '' This is the Lord's most holy day, a day in 
which man rests from his labours, and one in which 
he has dealt mercifully with us. It blows a complete 
gale, driving us fast along the land, and the ice squeez- 
ing as high as our bulwarks, yet we have escaped un- 
injured. Met in the half-deck for prayer, and. Oh I 
it was a solemn meeting. The bowlings of the wintry 
blast, as it swept in fearful gusts through the rigging, 
the low meanings of the distressed, and our entire 
situation, were enough of themselves to draw the soid 
to God. I doubt not that many were deeply impress- 
ed. Read a sermon from these words in the Revela- 
lation, ' And the angel which I saw stand upon the 
sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 
and sware that there should be time no longer.' It 
was truly a word in season, which might have struck 
conviction in the stoutest heart- Met again in the 
evening, and read a discourse on these words in Mark, 
* Watch ye therefore, lest coming suddenly he find 
you sleeping.' We have been standing on the brink 
of an awful eternity. May God continue to keep our 
minds in a suitable frame. 

8tk, *' We are now driving past a tremendous ice- 
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i>erg. Aitirar*s Seat arrayed in one of its most wiotry 
gadbs is not to be compared with it Hare seen the 
Jan^ toKlaj again which helps to comfort us. 6 p. m. 
it has been ^e Lord's will to call another of our 
shipmates to the world of spirits. Oh I how many 
warnings do wo daily reoeive to hold ourseluvs in rea* 
diness to depart and be with Christ. Time has hft$i 
allowed us for repentance^ and we shall hare to ac- 
count for.it at the great day. Our deceased shipmate 
was Justin the prin^ of youths twenty-two years of 
age. He had caught cold sometime in March which 
brought on coiuumption, and he slept away toHiight 
about an hour ago without a sigh. I read to him for 
8ome4ay9> and he ^emed very fond of it, but.coidd 
get nothing from him as to how he felt withiiii. All 
assembled in the half-deck, after sewing him up in his 
blanket, (which is the sailor's windingnsheet^) for 
prayer and praise. Sang the third paraphrase and last 
four Terses of die aiiEty-second psalm. After which I 
read a sermon of Dr. Watts on Job xir. chap. 13. 
' Oh that ihovL wouldest hide me in the giaTe,' It was 
really in^essiTe. Hie grave is truly Ood's hi£ng. 
plaee for his people. This has turned out a' most 
beautiful eirening. There is not a doud in the sky, 
nor a breadi of wind, every thing «eems to. he a.t rest. 
It is really a night for contemplation. Stemityis in 
these moments. 

lOth, " The ice is now warriag and crashing in a 
most>awfol manner. It would, bdeedy be difficult for 
the imagination to conceive what is now going on 
around us^ and the proc^ct that Hes open to our 
view. The ship is now drifting and working her way 
through interminable fields of .ice, whUe regions of 
eternal fiopt everywhere meet the eyeu The entire 
coast presents nothing but desolation in its most awful 
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fonns. Frowning cliffs and naked glaciers shew us 
there is no home for us here^ should we be forced to 
leave the ship. We hare been employed this day in 
cleansing, which makes the vessel a great deal more 
comfortable below. Hare just seen a most shocking 
sight, a poor fellow's feet rotting off, and literally £^1^ 
ing away by the ancles. The smell is most sickening. 

12th. "Lat. 64°44'. We got the sun to-day. His 
altitude was only two degrees ; rose exactly at half-r 
past ten and set at half-past one. We are on very 
small allowance now. I feel that I am really starring, 
two days in the week we get only a biscidt and a half. 
It will very soon bring me down — my strength is de- 
clining daily. Religious exercises twice, all hands pre- 
sent. It is truly delightful to see how eager the men 
are for the service. I have no hesitation in saying, 
the good effects of our meetings are taking root among 
us, by making us all more agreeable and give over 
swearing. I have not heard an oath on board the ship 
these many weeks, which is very remarkable. 

IStk. " It was my turn to take the first watch to^ 
night* When I went up for a few minutes a remark- 
able phenomenon presented itself. It was dark as 
pitch, but in a moment a luminous arch shot around 
the sky brighter than a hundred moons, and lasted for 
about four minutes. I could haVe seen to lift a pin 
off the deck. The darkness would, indeed, be tedious, 
gloomy, and frightful, (for we have no iuoon, aixd. the 
sun only for a short time,) were it not for the tenthou< 
sand luminous streaks that every now and then shoot 
across the heavens, giving them an appearance of most 
rich and variegated magnificence. 

January 4th. " If ever trials were experienced in 
this transitory world, they have' been by us. The 
sights we have seen and the da&gera we have been ex<-> 
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posed to tliese last eleven days, no pen can describe. 
Mj mind has been too much troubled to allow me 
to commit mj thoughts to paper. Twice we had to 
leave the ship for our lives^ and even then it wat 
giving ourselves up to perish in the snow in the course 
of a f<9w hours. The first time was on the 21st, when 
we drove down on the face of a tremendous ice-berg 
and were within one boat's length of it when we hap- 
pUj shove round. The ice^ too, had been thrown up 
against it to the height of forty feet. An involuntary 
shriek escaped us as we seemed going to destruction. 
Every man able jumped upon the ice with what clothes 
h0 could muster. Most of us went up to the neck in 
ihe snow, and two hours in such a situation would 
have done for us all. 

8/A. '^ Many of our men are complaining, mostly of 
scurvy, and some of them are delirious. Oh I it is a 
terrible sight to see them in such a state, and wasted 
away to shadows. Yesterday, witnessed a scene that 
baffles description. We got a cask of blubber from the 
Jane three months ago, which we boil for oil to our 
lamps. If I did not see them eating the fins — ^pieces 
of two or three pounds, the very smell of which was 
enough to sicken one. It shows plainly that when a 
human being has not the means of subsistence he throws 
off his proper nature, and assumes another more savage 
and despemte. Under the cravings of hunger, aAd 
having nothing to appease it, man is qmte another be- 
ing, and will greedily devour what he would have be- 
fore counted poison. His temper also gets entirely 
changed. He is always fretting and irritable, and go- 
ing about seeking something, at the same time not 
knowing what he is seeking. I wish I may be able to 
preserve the command of my temper. Have not seen 
the Jane these three weeks, and are much a&aid of 
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her. She has eighty souls on board. I wonid &iil 
hope they are all weU. 

IIM. " We pump the ship out below in the 'twixt- 
decks, when four holes are cut on each side^ and the ropes 
that are fast to the rangee passed through them^ which 
enables us to perform the operation with much faci-' 
lity. If it had not been for this contrivance the most 
of us must hare died of cold. Six of our stoutest men 
arc at present laid up^ and can scarcely move a limb^ 
"Whenever they get any help to crawl out of bed they 
swoon away. Their gums are hanging down separate 
from their teeth. 

I3th. '* The people who are not at the pump are al-* 
lowed only two pounds of bread in the week^ and about 
one biscuit a-day. We are very badly off with our 
three pounds^ but I do not know how ihey live at all. 
One of them came to me to-day^ and said I would da 
him the greatest favour he ever got in his life by giv- 
ing him only a fin of blubber. It is really awful — 
hunger^ cold^ fatigue, danger^ all upon us at once ; and 
it requires a fortitude to bear up under them which 
fbw can command. 

14th. '* Death has approached our abode once more> 
and snatched another of our little company away. It 
is a fearful thing, but to them that make Jesus their 
life, death is gain. I would wilKngly resign all claims 
to this transitory world. The man died of scurvy, and 
we cominitted his body to the silent deep this morn- 
ing, with the usu^ funeral service, I never altogether 
agreed with the reading of this service. But in our 
situation^ and standing over the body of our deceased 
shipmates, I certainly think it a favourable moment for 
a word in season to us all. This is now nine in a fort- 
night that have been taken from us. It is remarkable, 
that none of us in the cabin have been affected 
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terrible disease. The only reason I can give for thin 
is^ that we are more in the habit of taking exercise^ 
which I think is the best antidote to scurvy. Our 
medicine is now all gone. 

25M. " These last six days have had as at death's 
door seyeral times. At one time there was a narrow 
escape. Heard Inany cry when it was at its worst, 
" Lord saye or we perish.*' Some again were lying in 
bed unable to moye a limb. What a mo^ient it must 
have been to them ! The frost is more severe just now 
than when the sun was only one degree high. It is 
now 10° 30', which gives 60° 10' n. lat. 

Feb, 2d, '* These few days past are so fuU of events 
that I hardly know what to write. We are now in 
the dark blue sea, escaped from the very jaws of de»- 
struction by one of the greatest miracles ever experi^ 
enced by men in this transitory world. Truly ' the 
Lord hath made us a way in the sea, and a path in the 
mighty waters/ Let us praise him for his goodness 
and his wondrous works to the sons of men. About 
thirty of our men cannot move a limb. Other two and 
myself are all that remain out of a watch of fifteen, 
once as stout and as willing fellows as ever trod asfaip's 
deck. Other two of our little company have been call- 
ed to the world of spirits. 

Sunday, 7^^' " Read the funeral service over an- 
other of our shipmates, and assembled on the half-deek 
to embrace the first opportunity to give thanks to Air 
mighty God for his unbounded mercies. All hands 
were present — the sick people lying in their beds. It 
was most solemn and impressive, and many were deep«- 
ly afiected. 

Having brought our gallant fiiends to the sailors* 
home — the deep blue sea-^little remains to be told. 
Their deliverance took place on the 30th January^ at 
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One p. M.^ in lat. 59® 42'^ Ion, BCf', liayingdrifted^ gince 
their inclosure^ nearly 500 miles southward^ and taking 
shiftings into account^ probably not fewer than 1000 
altogether. With fevourable breezes^ and going 
through the sad rites eyerj other day of committing 
another shipmate to a watery graye, they entered 
Stromness harbour (the Jane the night before) the 
14th February, at four p.m., and were received by 
Captain Ross, the other officers and crew of the Cove, 
with manifold demonstrations of joy and kindness. 
The Yiewforth had been eleven months at sea, and 
lost six of her own crew, and eight of the Middleton's. 
Most of these died of scurvy, which, under frequent 
circumstances, appears to be endemic in these regions, 
and a £ax more formidable disease than what is ordi- 
narily seen under the name in our more temperate 
climate.* We are aware it is often difficult — ^indeed 
impossible — to assign natural causes for one &mily be- 
ing seized with some fatal distemper, while others, in 
the immediate neighbourhood, are but slightly, or not 
at all, affiscted ,* yet we think it not difficult to account 
for the greater mortality in the crew of the Yiewforth. 
It will be recollected, that three of them were lost by 
4iie perilous journey which was made over the ice for 
their share of the Middleton's provisions, and the 

* This fatal malady usually makes its appearance in small 
pimples about the knee and calf of the leg which are followe<f 
by pains and swelling. Unless arrested in its progress, by and 
bye weakness is felt in the back, and eruptions appear iu the 
tame parts. The legs become blotched, and the mouth sore, 
the gums lose their hold of the teeth and fall down, and the 
latter become loose, the legs contract, the muscles get indurated, 
and the appetite grows voracious. At length the patient swoons 
when he attempts to rise, and deatft at last puts the emaciated 
sufferer to rest. 
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drenching which many others receiyed, together yriih 
their long exposure at such a season^ could hardly fJEul 
to be the forerunner of fatal disease. There is ample 
evidence that the attentions of Captain Oliphant and 
the surgeon were unremitting, and that they ayailed 
themselves of all the limited resources within their 
reach. Our wonder is^ that the mortality was not 
greater ; and when we consider the dangers, to which 
so many others became sacrifices, but out of which this 
ship was brought, we cannot withhold our admiration 
of the nautical skill and perseverance by which it was 
accomplished. It appears to us, however, that the 
men were far from taking exercise so regularly as their 
situation required ; a circumstance which could arise 
only from a defective education, and particularly firom 
ignorance of the natural laws and their own constitu* 
tion. The experience of Captain Parry and his crew 
fiilly demonstrate that exercise and cheerfulness form 
the best preventative of disease in that climate. 

The animals they succeeded in taking afforded them 
a rich and seasonable repast ; but they were few in 
number — three white foxes, and a few rotches (mergU' 
lus melanoleucos) and ravens. The Jane, -we believe^ 
captured some bears. When the spring thaws com- 
mence, the polar seas appear to be the very head quar- 
ters of animated nature. The multitudes of sea-fowl 
that frequent them are absolutely innumerable, cover- 
ing whole mountains and islands with their nests, so 
thickly that you can scarcely set a foot on the ground 
vnthout breaking their eggs, and withal they are so 
little afraid, that they may be almost taken with the 
hand. Abundance of food is found in the oleagenous 
matter left by the cetaceous animals which make these 
seas their home ; but wken the rigour of winter sets 
in, and the waters are overlaid with ice, there is a g^- 
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nenJ migration totirards the souths and we ehjoy their 
company in our bays and friths. From frequent no- 
tices in the journal^ it may appear strange that they 
did not obtain some of the inhabitants of the waters. 
Whales proper, unicorns^* and seals, did^ indeed^ often 
I4>pear in their immediate yicinity^ — ^pressing upwards^ 
they 'jToke the young ice, in order to respire; but 
thenthe^ were so shy that they could not be approach- 
ed. Their upmost exertions did not procure one. 

The pious observer of a designing and oyer-ruling 
providence will not &il to discern many tokens of its 
presence and agency in the case of these unfortunate 
crews. Good Matthew Henry says, '' Our extremity 
is God*s opportumty." Providence sometimes watches 
over us, and provides for our relief, when we least ex- 
pect it It was a beautiful incident in the life of our 
celebrated traveller. Park, that, when faint, and perish- 
ing of hunger and thirst, he laid himself down in the 
midst of an African desert^ and on looking round, per- 
ceived a succulent plant within his reach, which re- 
assured him of a benign providence, and yielded him 
stipport to prosecute his perilous journey. We are led 
to these remarks by a circumstance which occurred to 
the Viewforth. That vessel was supplied by mistake 
(for it was altogether unintentional on the part of man) 
with much beyond her allotted quantity in one depart- 
ment of her stores, viz. in that of hard or dried fish ; 
and though in ordinary seasons the circumstance might 
have attracted little notice, we cannot regard it in this 
instance otherwise than as very remarkable. Small 

* Narwhals — an animal much smaller than the whale, 
though belonging to the same family. It is furnished with a 
long and very hard horn, projectiiig from its snout, and has 
only one tpirade or blow-hole. 
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things become great ones in times of fismime ; the like 
neyer happened with her before ; and it is easy to se« 
that circumstances might have arisen to make the liyes 
of the crew depend on this very thing. As matters 
were, it proyed eminently seryiceable to tiieir preserra-^ 
tion. 

The same habit of mind will also see the hand of 
the Almighty in granting them dehyerance at a time 
when no one expected it. It is well known, that if 
their captiyity had been prolonged two more weeks, 
most of the crews of the Yiewforth and Middleton 
would haye died of the scorbutic disease under which 
they were suffering ; but in an ^ceptable time the 
Lord heard them, and in a day of salyation deliyered 
them. And what shall be said of the fitting out an 
expedition for their relief? Shall we not in this also 
acknowledge Him who has the hearts of all men in his 
hand, and makes them willing in the day of his power ? 
Public sjrmpatjiy was awakened, the streams of priyate 
beneyolence flowed in, and the goyemment of the coun- 
try lent its aid with a promptitude and liberality befits 
ting the greatest maritime nation in the world. The 
expedition was placed under the command of ofjcers 
and seamen of the highest sldll and experience in the 
nayigation of those seas, and the greatest hopes were 
entertained of its success. But how short-sighted a 
creature is man I Scarcely had it gone beyond the range 
of the British sceptre, when it was forced to return^ 
giying rise to uniyersal disappointment and despair. 
But here again, we are constrained to pause, admire, 
and adore I That which appeared to us only as unfor- 
tunate and disastrous, and a failure, became the means 
of salyation. God delights to honour the good inten- 
tions of his people, but he often makes part of the work 
his own, in order to humble them and display his so- 
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Vereignty: The very day the whalers were liberated 
from the ice the Cove lost her bowsprit ! Admirable 
proyidence ! We thought it for evil, but God meant it 
for good. Had she been allowed to proceed, she might 
have missed them at sea, and then they had been de- 
prived of that seasonable aid and excellent accommo- 
dation virhich promises to be the means of preserving 
many of their lives. " O the depth of the riches, both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past finding out ! 
Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. They 
cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered 
them out of their distresses. And he led them by the 
right way, that they might go to a city of habitation. 
For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hun- 
gry soul with goodness. Such as sit in darkness, and 
in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and 
iron. He brought them out of darkness and the sha* 
dow of death, and broke their bands in sunder. H|e 
sent his word and healed them, and delivered them 
from their destructions. Let them sacrifice the sacri- 
fices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with re- 
joicing. They that go down to the sea in ships, that 
do business in great waters. These see the works of 
the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. For he com- 
mandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind which Hfteth up 
the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they 
go down again to the depths ; their soul is melted be- 
cause of trouble. They reel to and fro and stagger like 
a drunken man, and are at their wits' end. Then they 
cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth 
them out of their distresses. He maketh the storm a 
calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then are 
ihey glad because they be quiet, so he bringeth them 
unto their desired haven. Oh that men would praise 
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the Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful worki 
to the children of men I" 

Perhaps it may he necessary to guard against a con- 
stmction which we are sore no rightly instructed mind 
will put on these observations. It is not meant that 
there was any thing miraculous in the deliverance of 
these ships. We have reason to believe the Almighty 
alvrays works by the established laws of nature^ and 
the agency of his creatures. When Paul was on his 
voyage to Rome^ and the sailors were beginning to exe- 
cute their purpose of leaving the vessel^ even though 
he had an assurance direct fi^m Heaven that there 
should be " no loss of any man's life among them/' he 
expressly declared^ unless those who were capable of 
hianaging the ship abode with her, they could not be 
saved. The apostle was none of those hair-brained 
enthusiasts who would leave God his decrees while they 
would presumptuously rob him of the means by which 
he pleases to accomplish them. He knew that means 
were necessary to the end^ and that if the one was or- 
dained so were the others. But if there was nothing 
miraculous there was much providential. Events be* 
spoke the presence and agency of an Almighty Dis- 
{N)ser ; and it is equally the duty of the humblest Chris* 
laan and the most learned philosopher, devoutly to ascend 
't6 the Great ¥irst Cause. To you who were engaged in 
the fishery, the question may be put, Who spared and 
delivered you, and brought you back to your beloved 
country and friends, when so many of your companions 
fbund a watery grave, and others are still confined in' 
regions of impervious and unnavigable ice? When 
your time is come, you will find that all the skill and 
art in the world will be of.no avail. Imitate, therefore, 
those pious Jews, who, though liberated by the decree 
of Cyrus, and not unmindful of theic^eartMy benefec- 
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tor, looked fiir bejOnd him, and gratefully acknoiiieflged 
the power and goodness of JehoTah, saying, ** Tba 
hoitd Iiath done great things for xm, whereof we are 
ffiad." Nor let your gratitude eyaporate in mere feeling ; 
let it assome the permanency of principle, and display 
itself in yovr ** liying soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world." 

Sailofs, we would not have you assmne the mere 
frofeuum of religion. Piofession without principle is 
Ilk* ftith without works-^'' it is dead, being alone." 
Thift would be to take the casket and leaye the jewehu 
A ibrmal obserrance of the external duties of religion^ 
jouied to an unholy life, would profit you nothing, and 
appear about as incongruous as the different parts of 
King Nebuchadnezzar^s image. To be religious, you 
must know and feel the power of revealed truth, lead- 
ing you to exercise piety to Qod, and to practice righte- 
ousness and benerolence to men. It is alleged there is 
neither time nor opportunity for attending to the duties 
oooneeted with the attainment and preservation of such 
a state of mind. This we believe may be often the 
case, but not always. We hardly know a situation or 
profession in idiich religion may not be found# if it be 
seriously sought after; and once acquired, its princi- 
ples may be carried to die outermost parts of the earth 
and of the sea, and the burdan neviUr feU. All th» 
fruits of the Spirit have flourished on board Aipsk axid 
they may flourish tber^ again. But is it really so^ that 
there is not time ? We are told that vessels are often in 
Mtuations that leave the seamen little or nothing to da» 
aa when they are becalm^, or^ding smoothly through 
the waters. How delightful and profitable might such 
aeascps be made by the social dutiies of religion, and 
by individuals improving themselves by reading and 
intftllignat and useful coi^veraation ? Are there not 
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opportanities for intemperance, profane swearing; filthj 
talking, and angry and yiolent passions ; and would it 
not be better to exchange these things for the sobriety^ 
chastity, and amiableness of Christianity ? The situa- 
tion of irreligious seamen is not more un&yourable to 
piety> than that of others whom we have known as its 
sincere and exemphuy professors. Besides, it is a poor 
plef^ — one which you will be ashamed to plead at the 
bar of judgment. We hare yet to learn that a sailor 
is exposed to more temptations than a soldier ; yet oa6 
of this latter profession, and that belonged too, to an 
army of heathens, was dinong the early triumplm of the 
gospel, and one of its most consistent disciples. Cor-^ 
nelius, an officer in one of C«sar*s legions, was ''-a 
devout man, and one (hat feared €k>d with all his 
house, which gave much alms to the people, and pray- 
ed to Ch>d alway." A good Christian, he would, no 
doubt, make a good soldier, for Christian principle 
qualifies a man for the discharge of all his duties in the 
most effective manner. A happy increase of rdigion 
has certainly taken place of late yoars in the army, 
why not also in the navy, both royal and comihercial ? 
On this subject we cannot do better than quote the 
unbiassied testimony of Lt. Shipps, who passed through 
the stormiest period of our Indian affiaiirs, one of the 
braveirt men that ever &ced an enemy. " When I 
entered the army, thirty years ago, (17^5) I can ven- 
ture to affirm, that when the corps in which I enlisted 
was a thousand strong, there were not ten Bibles in 
the whole regiment; nor indeed, in these days, was 
religion thought a necessary ingredient in the bosom of 
a soldier. Since that time, however, the Bible has 
been liberally distributed throughout the navy and 
army. The Indian government have entered truly in- 
to the spirit of this desirable measure, and their dis- 



Mbation of Biblerand rd^ioiu lilttarie« ta European 
liegiineiits in Xodia, deserres much pnifle^ Haajra 
man will by these means be weaned from ^oe snd 
crime; and saved firom an ignominious death. In my 
long senrice in India, tiie two best and braTest sd^ers 
I bare erer seen, were unquestionably the two most 
pious; one was a Catholic, the other a Dissenter^ I 
have seen both these men in the most perilous situa- 
tionsi fearless, cool, xealous, brave; and amidst tlie 
most imminent dangers their religious bosoms stood 
nmnoTed. The star of religious confidence beamed 
from their eyes^ mid their countenances were calm 
and serene. They were more merciful than mosft of 
their companions, and ever ready to soothe the brew of 
care, to wipe away the falling tear, and to streitch fordl 
the hand of aid to their con<piored enemy. On Ihe 
other hand, I have seen many instances of those who 
Were devoid of religion, being callous and hardened, 
and prone to exult over a conquered foe in the mo(t 
ferccioas manner. The former would, after having 
been protected from imminent danger, return thaak« 
and praise for that mercy which had saved him, while 
the other would exult in his own doings, crown his 
victory in the poidonous cup of inebriety, atid rise from 
tns sensual feast a polluted and-l&ngraleful man May 
that blessed book flourish faar and wide ! Mwf it be 
found in every wldier's knapsack, and cfciy Saiibt'^ 
chest. We shall then have better soldiets^ better «dl^ 
ors, and less crime in both seryices.'' Amen, 
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